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Background

Kairos Commum’r\/ Co\\ege deve\oPed from a youTh service
seeK\ng 10 prov‘\de academic outcomes for young peOP\e who
have d'\sengaged from mainstream education.

Emergent themes Methods
Students feelemotionall \ supported

Disengagement is typically caused by incompatibilities with k . : L . Our research team conducted two in-depth focus
mainstream  schooling environments, including  learning - The empa’rhy.r’aﬁ’rh\s sehoolissthrough the roof' (Puc, groups and Six two-on-one inferviews with the
difficulties, and personal or social circumstances. Young ',,M ) students from Kairos Community College. The focus
people typically demonstrate their disengagement through "King taught me ROW™0 f passion. And you can't groups were used initially to scope the fleld and
truancy and self-exclusion, even before school-initiated really grow uniess you n mpathy for other people understand the importance of the social context
permanent exclusion. (Rabbit Female, 18) Interviews followed the focus groups and were used
Kairos College's purpose is therefore to create a safe It's [the schooll Teaching you that yousdomt have to be to explore the students personal experiences and
learning environment that encourages these young people anyone else but YOU! (Puc, Male, 18) perceptions in more depth.

to re-engage with ftheir education. To do fhis they are

combining social service and neuroscience research into a Strong sense of‘be/ongin#nongsf students Discussion
unique framework known as the “Social Brain Education .. We've all got each other's back occasionally we'll all stab Student perceptions of school's impact

Mode!"

each other in fthe back But at the end of the day, If push Through our preliminary data analysis we have
came to shove, if there was a situafion outside of the found that the schools model is achieving the
school where you needed support, every single person majority of its goals. While the students rarely

The model is based upon the
premise That wellness of mind
ond stable re\a‘r'\onsh'\ps are

central To acadermic achieverent "."WO be there' (Rabbit, Female, 18) acknowledge the model's impact on their lives and
At the centre is the mind of each “It's Ka T, This 1S our school.” (Rabbit, Female, 18) fheir — experiences at  Kairos, they implicitly
individual, surrounded by a secure ' ays call us a tribe" (Puc, Male, 18) demonstrate its impacts through their interactions,
. o . attitudes, and anecdotes.
community, resulting in academic $. | |
outcomes.  Each  component | eric expectations could be higher School model shaping student experiences
results in  the next giving . rk 18 here is more baby stuff.” (Kendall, Female, 15) The students’ sense of belonging, connection to the
students personal and social . “\'r% no smarter than | was! (PD Male, 16) school community, and optimism for the future that
development as well as academic They exnibit 15 demonstrative of wellbeing of the
ochieverment, Studefits desire for more adult resolutions for problems mind. - Healthy relationships between students and
The W GY ’rhey deal with PVOb\ erms here 1s like Pr‘m ary with Squf members are also evident through their
Overview of research school.” (PD Male. 16) playful interactions and anecdotes of support. The

students  willingness 1o be honest in  their
reflections and share personal stories indicates a
strong sense of' security, another important aspect

The objec’r’\ve of this research is to understand how the students of Kairos
Co\\ege experience the 'Social Brain Model. It therefore asks the Fo\\ovv'mg

queST‘\Onsz L | |
VWhat are the students experiences of Kairos Community College as an 0f The model which s being achieved
alternative school for those who have disengaged with mainstream N . ook o i In summary, we have found extensive evidence that

, Is poster is themed in respec omage o Greek God Kairos, whose Kai C ity C it's Social Brain M
schooling’? favourable opportunities oppose the fates of men. His arrow sparks endless | Ot\(O? | Ommum Y ollege and it's O al Brain Model
® HOW do S-\-Uden-\-s Perce'\ve -\-he SChOO\ and \-\-S \mPac-\- on -\-he\r \\Ves’? | | universes of POTQHT\G\, and has done for all time. | \S POS\‘\-\VQ\Y \mPGCT\ﬂg The STUC\QHTS \\VQS

| We dedicate it grmem\\y o The students whose own arrows are maK\ng fates

e How does Kairos social brain education model shape student experiences all of their own

of Their education and the social environment?
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